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there (5) .  The implications of that prom­
ise, and the abi l ity to hear the response, 
have been expressed by many in different 
ways. A North African Shaykh, Zarruq, 
referred to this truth when he said, "We do 

not care where we are so long as we are 

numbered amongst the Beloved" . A fel­
low student on one of the Beshara courses 
once l ikened it to, " walking not through a 

garden, but with a garden " .  This  is not 
just an intellectual apprehension, it is 
actually perceived in the physical. In 
other words, the physical becomes an 
expression of interior certainty. 

Some places ,  for example wilderness 
areas, require only a receptive apprecia­
tion of the beauty and grandeur they rep­
resent. Other places rely on human en­
deavour for the expansion of their quali­
ties. Chisholme was just such a place; the 
beauriful physical setting becoming, 
through the efforts of many over the years, 
also a place of spiritual orientation. Can­
onach, too, is a beautiful setting, and 
much effort has been, and will be, put into 
it .  The physical labour, the financial con­
tributions, the emotional commitment 
will establish its sensible beauty. God 
wil l ing, the spiritual effort will make i t  a 
special place. 

Bayazid Bestami once wrote, "Wher­

ever God is constantly remembered, that 

is paradise, and all talk carried on there is 

more worthy than the greatest secret told 

under the tree in paradise" (6). One can 
say that place actually takes its meaning 
from the Zikr that happens there, and thi s  
i s  the real meaning of  ' in ' ,  to  be  ' i n  God ' .  
For the lover o f  God, the only ' place '  i s  i n  
the Ipseity, a situation intimated by Asiya, 
the wife of Pharoah, in  her prayer, "Near 

You,  a house in Paradise" , thus, as Ibn 
' Arabi purs it (6), " . . .  giving priority to 

Him over the house ."  

( I )  The Way and the Mountain by Marco 

Pallis, published by Peter Owen. 

(2) Esotericism as Principal and as Way, 

Frithjof Schuon . Perennial Books. 

(3) A Sufi Saint of the Twentieth Century by 

Martin Lings, Alien and Unwin. 

(4) Fusus al-Hikam, Chapter on Job. Pri­

vately printed. Beshara School of Intensive 

Esoteric Education. 

(5) The Divine Promise is "Invite Me and I 

shall answer you " .  

(6) Altar's Memoirs of Saints, trans. Behari. 

Ashraf Lahore. 

(7) FLlsLls al-Hikam, as (4), Chapter on John. 
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Brian Keeble has contributed to many 
journals. He was a founder editor of 
'Temenos' and has published a selection 
of Eric Gill ' s  prose called ' A Holy Tradi­
tion of Working ' .  He is the publisher of 
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editing a collection of the unpublished 
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1 983) 

CeciIia Twinch ( M.A.Cantab) gained a 
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Peter Yiangou studied Architecture in 
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practices in the Cotswolds. He  i s  a Trustee 
of the Beshara Trust. 
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